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Translating the craftsmanship of a revered author to the screen is never easy; 

the task is that much more difficult when the author in question is Henry 

James, who is generally acknowledged as the father of the modern novel. In 

spite of this, director Iain Softley rose to the occasion, bringing a sense of 

intensity, sensuality and romantic intrigue to his filmed adaptation of James’ 

tale of passion and betrayal, The Wings Of The Dove. 

The Wings Of The Dove is one of James’ most intricate, dense and 

thematically “modern” novels—“modern” in the sense that it both marks and 

explores the shift from 19th century to 20th century behavior and situations. 

Graduating from a classical background and training, Edward Shearmur 

had a clear vision of the 

musical direction 

needed for The Wings Of 

The Dove. “The film is 

about deception as well 

as romance and the 

characters are being 

drawn in very different 

directions,” explains 

Shearmur; “the job of 

the music is to bring 

that conflict out and 

play the psychological 

drama that exists 

beneath the surface.” 
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MUSIC FROM THE MIRAMAX MOTION PICTURE 

1 Underground .4:03 

2 Rendezvous.4:21 

3 Social Contract.... 4:12 
i 
i 

4 Venice.7:08 

I 
5 Carnival Masque .. 4:43 

6 Tryst.6:12 

7 Courtship.5:39 

\ i 

8 Betrayal ..5:51 

9 The Wings 

Of The Dove .5:39 
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